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good evening and you thought you had a long weekend to do list with just three days left before tuesday's 
presidential election there is precious little time and lots to do as the mccain and obama campaigns try and 
target their appeals to the places they believe at this stage of the game give him the most bang for their buck 
we're on the trail with both candidates tonight let's start with nbc's lee cowan who's traveling with the obama 
campaign in colorado barack obama is so hoping to turn the silver state blue that he took a flight in the 
middle of the night from gary indiana all the way to las vegas so he could make one final pitch before election 
day we are going to have to work like our future depends on it in these last three days because it does we've 
got two years right here early voting ended friday here and the early numbers have the obama campaign 
feeling confident a majority of the ballots cast so far are from either democrats or independents the turnout 
obama advisers say shows the senator's six visits here since clinching the nomination may have paid off that 
is why we are going to win this election right here in this state right here in three days just where obama is 
choosing to spend his time is in stark contrast to where john kerry spent his in 04 back then the final 72 
hours of the campaign saw kerry in places like pennsylvania wisconsin and minnesota mostly democratic 
strongholds by comparison look where obama has been spending his time although he is hitting the 
traditional battlegrounds of ohio and florida most of his stops are in reliably republican venues nevada 
colorado indiana missouri and north carolina something's happening in america in small towns and big cities 
and he's infusing some last-minute ad money into red states like north dakota georgia even john mccain's 
home state of arizona a sign of overconfidence his running mate joe biden says hardly this is a fight he says 
going all the way to the end it ain't over till it's over i don't you know i mean we feel good things look good but 
it's not over yet 
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but it's not over yet so lester so far all of this is uh going according to script that the obama campaign had 
laid out with one exception and that's that a distant relative of senator obama his half aunt from kenya turns 
out that she is living in this country illegally in boston the senator said he did not know of her illegal status the 
campaign has returned her campaign contributions and he says he expects any u.s laws that apply to her 
status be followed and lee this reminds us that illegal immigration was such a huge conversation in this 
country a year year and a half ago not talked about much now where does obama stand on that issue well 
you're right it hasn't been talked about that much uh like john mccain uh barack obama has called for 
comprehensive immigration reform he's called for a crackdown on employers who hire illegal immigrants to 
try and get rid of the incentive for them to come here but as for the 12 million people who were already in this 
country illegally he's called for sort of a pathway to citizenship where they would pay a fine they would learn 
english and then essentially get in the back of the line to then wait for their citizenship to come through all 
right lee cowan in colorado tonight lee thanks john mccain spent today here in the east defending traditional 
republican turf another sign of how unusual this election has been tonight however he is paying a visit to our 


home here at rockefeller plaza in new york and that's where we find my colleague kelly o'donnell kelly if he's 
live in new york on a saturday night it can only mean one thing you know where i'm going with this right oh 
absolutely lester john mccain broke out of the battleground map and he came here right here why because 
this is a place that seems to be wielding a lot of political influence now before he rehearses his lines for his 
appearance on saturday night live today he was out running in pennsylvania and virginia in virginia today 
everything john mccain needed to say came down to three words on a handmade sign keep virginia red my 
friends i need your help volunteer knock on doors with your help we can win 
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knock on doors with your help we can win the last 10 times virginia voters picked a president they went 
republican but polls show mccain struggling he usually talks big picture but today made this race seem local i 
want to remind you again fairfax county is key to this election you know that you know how important it is for 
us to win here the pace is brisk for governor sarah palin five events today in three battleground states great 
to be back in the sunshine state like mccain palin delivers a closing argument hitting big issues and hitting 
senator obama what is he thinking she means obama and taxes mccain advisers say in their own polling that 
has been their breakthrough blunting mccain's decline after the financial markets collapse senator obama 
has an ideological commitment to higher taxes palin does acknowledge the excitement around obama's 
candidacy but then tells voters not to confuse democrats popularity with democrats policy they can fill a 
stadium but they cannot keep our country safe aside from defending red states mccain is trying to take from 
democrats two that went blue new hampshire he's headed there tomorrow and pennsylvania mccain stopped 
near allentown today hoping to persuade voters he's still in it my friends when i see this kind of support when 
i see this momentum when i see this great support i Know i know we're going to win and lester now it gets 
really busy over the next 48 hours they will hit 14 states events beginning in the morning some even after 
midnight it's going to be a very busy time and kelly john mccain gets the last laugh tonight on saturday night 
live but i understand his running mate sarah palin had a bit of a joke played on her today what's the story 
there well this is probably going to get a lot of attention what happened was a well-known canadian radio 
disc jockey placed a call that somehow 
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disc jockey placed a call that somehow got through to a staffer of governor palin pretending to be french 
president sarkozy she had a conversation with him for a few minutes pleasantries exchanged and then the 
man told her it was a prank she then got off the phone and said well these things happen in life but also it's 
important to know this canadian radio artist has been very successful he has also pranked queen elizabeth ii 
and former french president jacques charrock so she just said c'est la vie lester all right kelly o'donnell with a 
few friends on rockefeller plaza tonight kelly thanks good evening it's crunch time there are now just two 
days left until the presidential election and tonight in these waning hours the candidates face very different 
challenges for barack obama it's about securing critical inroads he's managed to forge in some traditionally 
republican states for john mccain it's about how to exploit emerging targets of opportunity especially among 
undecided voters we're following the candidates the changing battlegrounds and what's in store for voters 
let's get right to it we start with lee cowan on the road in cleveland tonight with barack obama lee hi lester 
yeah with just these two days left barack obama decided to spend his entire day here in ohio going to the 
state's major metropolitan areas uh cincinnati columbus here in cleveland where it just wrapped up despite 
the rain all the while hoping for a win here in ohio but not desperate for one after a 60 000 person rally in 
columbus barack obama with a little help from bruce springsteen yes we can drew another huge crowd in 
cleveland ohio's most populous county a punctuation mark to his buckeye but i know this ohio the time for 
change has come he spent more time in ohio than any other state since winning the nomination but it's a 
state he doesn't necessarily have to win a loss in electoral rich ohio and even one in pennsylvania could be 
offset by wins in places like north carolina virginia and indiana here we find ourselves two days out from the 
election 
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ourselves two days out from the election with a lot of different ways to get the 270 electoral votes we do not 
have to pull an inside straight in fact obama hasn't been in a blue state in almost a week last time was a 
miserable rainy day outside pennsylvania this is an unbelievable crowd for this kind of weather he hasn't had 
a press conference either something he told an anxious press corps today that he may remedy the day after 
the election it's all about controlling the message and taking advantage of any opportunities the campaign 
practically sent a thank-you note to dick cheney this weekend after his endorsement of john mccain obama's 
media consultants quickly turned it around and made it into an anti-mccain and voided mccain earn it likely to 
be one of the last new campaign commercials to hit the air this season with ohio blanketed his running mate 
joe biden was making a last-minute pitch in the other big battleground florida go get them gators nbc's ron 
allen is traveling with the vice presidential nominee he's been targeting republican areas that voted for 
carson and bush in 2004 even if they can't win these gop districts the democrats hope to narrow the margins 
and then push for a big democratic turnout in other parts of the state to help put them over the top obama 
holds one more rally in jacksonville florida tomorrow his last one in the sunshine state as he makes his way 
up the eastern seaboard to north carolina and then virginia and just where is he going to be on election day 
itself well he's making one last trip on tuesday back to indiana that will be his fourth trip there in just the last 
couple of weeks it's a state that he's been spending a lot of time in but a state that hasn't voted for a 
democrat since 1964. lester and then lee after indiana where does he wait out the results well he comes 
back to chicago he'll spend uh some time at home with his family who hasn't spent a whole lot of time with of 
late uh then he's gonna go to the hyatt hotel to watch the results and then of course a big big rally in grant 
park there in chicago the mayor says they could get as 
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chicago the mayor says they could get as much as a million people in that park sometime late uh late on 
tuesday night along the shores of lake michigan it's supposed to be a relatively warm day for this time of year 
that's what everybody's fingers are crossed for lester all right lee cowan in cleveland tonight lee thank you 
john mccain has his own road map to 270 electoral votes and today it has taken him to places he thinks he 
can peel away from his opponent let's move on to new hampshire where kelly o'donnell is with the mccain 
campaign tonight kelly hello again lester john mccain is getting back to basics holding his last town hall of 
this campaign he's done more than 100 of them here in new hampshire it's part nostalgia part strategy trying 
to reach independent voters and at this point in the campaign most candidates are really into the big rallies 
and that's how mccain started his day too america two days two days to victory and two stops today in 
pennsylvania a fight to the finish for the big prize of 21 electoral votes a blue state where mccain has been 
behind in polling but his advisors claim their own field research shows promise the pundits have written us off 
just like they've done before my friends the mac is back funny thing aides say mccain has never been known 
as mack but that slogan mack is back caught on when he won the new hampshire primary and returned here 
in the final stretch against obama senator obama is running to spread the wealth i'm running to create more 
wealth ohio are you ready to help us carry your state to victory nbc's savannah guthrie is with the governor 
sarah palin is sticking to one state today four stops in ohio with two clear missions to keep the enthusiasm 
going so that it will generate big turnout on tuesday and to continue to bring the fight to barack obama he 
chose the side of bigger government and taking more from you what you earn and produce 
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from you what you earn and produce and now barack obama has committed to almost a trillion dollars more 
in new government spending on the road separately but mccain had fun with that other sarah palace these 
campaigns sure are expensive they sure are the highs and lows of this campaign like mccain's money 
disadvantage turned into punch lines on saturday night live barack obama purchased air time on three major 
networks we however can only afford qvc and the reviews were in in scranton by the way i was saturday 
night live last night okay [Applause] i see a lot of you are up late and john mccain will be up late again tonight 
from here heading to miami for a midnight rally tomorrow it's heading west covering about a half dozen 
battleground states heading back home to arizona lester and kelly is it fair to say new hampshire is not just 
any campaign stop for john mccain [Applause] it really has a sentimental feeling to it lester it's a battleground 


state four electoral votes it went blue last time but john mccain's got a history here he won an upset against 
george bush in 2000 in this election cycle it was the the win in new hampshire that revived his campaign and 
put him here tonight so there's a strong connection and he's hoping that personal tie may give him new 
hampshire one more time kelly o'donnell thank you kelly chuck todd is nbc's political director chuck last night 
you were hinting at more changes in the battleground map what are the places to watch at this hour well let's 
take a look we're up up to now seven toss-up states it starts in virginia you'll see our map here all of the red 
states are states leaning or likely in mccain's column the blue states leaning or likely in obama's column 
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column our new battle our new set of toss-ups florida north carolina ohio indiana missouri nevada that's what 
was there last week two new ones that we have added montana and north dakota and lester if i really 
wanted to get precise i'd also add the second congressional district there in nebraska why nebraska is one of 
two states that splits its electoral votes by congressional district and obama has a very good chance of 
winning that one and chuck the other big developing campaign story is the high number of republican house 
and senate seats that appear to be in jeopardy give us a snapshot of what's happening in that front well as 
bleak as things may look for john mccain he's actually the republican that's in best shape congressional 
republicans on the senate in the house they're going to get trounced on election day the question is are they 
going to lose eight senate seats or 10 are they going to lose 25 house seats or could it get up to 40 you're 
looking at potentially new england without a single republican member of congress in it anymore if chris 
shays loses elizabeth dole if she loses there won't be a dole there's been a dole or a bush in elective office 
every year since 1952 but she could lose and that streak ends you've got a democrat on the verge of winning 
a house seat in idaho very ruby red idaho so you go all around the country here and while mccain may feel 
like this is uphill he's at least got a boxer's chance some of these house and senate republicans they're just 
taking a beating all right chuck todd tonight chuck thank you okay now to making your vote count we've seen 
long lines of early voters all weekend and with the lines come some early warning signs of potential problems 
nbc's rehema ellis is outside tonight on our election plaza she'll be watching for voting problems on tuesday 
rehema good evening good evening lester and voters should expect more long lines with an estimated 140 
million registered voters for this election there's concern some key states could have problems in georgia for 
example where 35 percent of registered voters have gone to the polls early we've seen waiting times up to 
10 hours 


00:16:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=IKPZ8ucmGBo&t=961s 





we've seen waiting times up to 10 hours why computer glitches not enough machines broken machines and 
registration discrepancies some county officials there are talking about extending the hours also after the 
hanging chad controversy of the 2000 presidential election officials nationwide spent four billion dollars on 
new machines but the touch screen machines which have caused problems in early voting states could also 
be a problem in states like pennsylvania where voters will be seeing those machines for the first time on 
tuesday also absentee ballot requests have surged in los angeles county election officials say they've gotten 
18 000 calls a day from voters wondering when their mail-in ballot is going to reach their home so they can 
send it back in in order to make your vote count nbc news has partnered with election protection a voters 
rights organization a non-profit organization with trained volunteers on hand to take your calls at 866 our vote 
and bottom line authorities are saying check with your election official officials in your area to make certain of 
course you have your registration papers in order and that way you you have a better chance of making 
certain your vote counts on tuesday lester very important information tonight from rohima ellis on our election 
plaza rahima thank you now the door-to-door battle for a critical state in the last election pennsylvania went 
for john kerry and while barack obama now appears ahead in the polls both campaigns are fighting hard at 
the closing hours for every vote here's nightly news digital correspondent mara ski avacampo i'm 
campaigning for senator obama today hi we're here with the mccain people in this political ground war for 
pennsylvania the mccain and obama campaigns are using their foot soldiers on the front lines how are you 
reaching the voters the old-fashioned way door-knocking phone calls with just days until the election 
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with just days until the election volunteers from both campaigns are doing a lot of that here in montgomery 
county just north of philadelphia frantically making their last minute pitch we just feel so compelled this year 
to make sure that uh senator obama wins the election we were just wondering if you've decided how you're 
going to vote on tuesday obama absolutely wonderful excellent hi mr dixon yes my name is jason i'm a 
volunteer with the mccann campaign back at the campaign offices the phone outreach is just as aggressive 
this tuesday november 4th is election day i've been making calls in four hours that i've made over 180 phone 
calls john mccain and sarah palin are the only candidates with a real plan to get our economy back on track 
i'm excited to support obama polls show obama leading in this state but his campaign is not getting 
complacent there are a lot a lot of people to be reached senator mccain's volunteers are motivated by his 
underdog status i have this at home i brought it in today to increase the spirit even traveling from out of state 
to fight on this battleground i'm from lexington kentucky but while both camps have energy to spare at least 
one group is growing weary as a voter in a battleground state are you ready for the election to be over yeah 
definitely it's uh it's it's pretty tiresome and looking forward to an end in this battle for their state mara campo 
nbc news montgomery county pennsylvania the view from our election plaza tonight one member of the first 
family will hit the trail on the last day of this campaign but it won't be the president first lady laura bush is set 
to stump for votes in kentucky and while she has been out helping candidates the president has been 
notably absent here's nbc's chief white house correspondent david gregory in this the final weekend before 
the 
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in this the final weekend before the nation elects a new president the man currently in the job has become a 
target for both sides john mccain's written shotgun as george bush has driven our economy towards a cliff 
and now he wants to take the wheel and step on the gas i'm not george bush if senator if senator obama 
wanted to run against george bush he should have run for president four years ago on tv he is the subject 
wonder where john mccain would take the economy look behind you the last eight years haven't worked very 
well have they in the polls the president is dead weight according to nbc news pollsters a majority of 
americans have disapproved of mr bush's job performance for the past 40 months this presidential race is so 
intense that it has left the incumbent behind even though it's all about the incumbent back in march president 
bush warmly endorsed the republican nominee i intend to have as much possible campaigning events and 
together as in keeping with the president's heavy schedule since then the number of public campaign events 
they have held together zero thank you all very much congressional republicans have also stayed away of 
the 46 gop fundraisers the president has done this year all but four have been behind closed doors when the 
president has returned to center stage it's only made things worse the economic meltdown and the 
government's trillion dollar bailout of the financial system have undermined senator mccain's chances in 
these final weeks even as he prepares to hand over a crowded inbox of problems to his successor the 
president can help but seem a wee bit relieved turns out they're the last team i'll be hosting you guys may be 
back next year but not me 
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me [Music] one man's election is another man's exit david gregory nbc news washington election 
headquarters in new york this is nbc nightly news with brian williams good evening the longest campaign in 
u.s history is almost over and tonight from our election headquarters here in new york with reports from all 
over this country we will preview tomorrow's election we have transformed virtually an entire new york city 
block for this occasion all of our personnel have been mobilized to cover the most exciting american election 
in generations tonight we have one last look at where the u.s electorate stands our brand new nbc news wall 
street journal poll which we believe is the last best snapshot of voting trends as we head into tomorrow our 
poll has the race this way obama leading mccain 51-43 keep in mind that's the national number as you know 
this election is much more about battleground states and that is where the candidates were today it's where 
we begin our complete coverage tonight starting with our two campaign correspondents lee cowan is with 


senator obama in charlotte tonight and lee i know the campaign and the senator got some very bittersweet 
very bad news today on the eve of this election they did brian they found out just early this morning that the 
senator's grandmother the woman who helped raised him along with his mother passed away this morning 
after her long battle with cancer she was 87 years old her birthday had just taken place in fact the senator 
found out this news just before beginning this very final day of campaigning and an event down in 
jacksonville florida today [Music] barack obama had called her his cornerstone but madeline dunham the 
woman he said who is just as responsible for raising him as his mother passed away this morning less than 
24 
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passed away this morning less than 24 hours before voters decide whether to send her grandson to the 
white house at a rally in jacksonville today the strain on him showed only once for a brief moment mistaking 
which state he was in saying ohio when he meant florida the republicans are spending a lot of money on ads 
here in ohio you don't know florida i've been traveling too much the sunshine state was stop one on his 
farewell to the campaign tour in part because it's a battleground and in part because it was here where john 
mccain gave barack obama a line he will never let him forget remember what he said when he was here in 
jacksonville on september 15th the line our economy i think still the fundamentals are of our economy are 
strong florida you and i know that not only was john mccain fundamentally wrong it sums up decide the fact 
that he's out of touch as he wrapped up his campaigning this weekend all in red states by the way from 
nevada to colorado to missouri and ohio the economy has been the main character in obama's accounts and 
john mccain the villain at this point i've made the arguments now it's all about who wants it more who 
believes in it more obama's last event is a late night rally in manassas virginia tonight the end of a campaign 
he suspended for a day to see his grandmother one last time hoping she'd make it long enough to see how it 
all turned out obviously brian that did not happen tonight there's no word yet on whether or not barack obama 
returned to hawaii for the funeral of his grandmother that is all up on the air up in the air they say pending uh 
the outcome of tomorrow right lee cowan on this election eve in charlotte with his candidate tonight and 
covering the mccain campaign as always kelly o'donnell tonight is in roswell new mexico 
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john mccain's day really started about one o'clock this morning in miami where latin music replaced the 
campaign's usual country soundtrack we're going to have all our rallies at this time of night i'm telling you and 
here joba plumber is known as pepe el pomero by 9 30 this morning john mccain was in tampa with a 
shortened version of his stump speech a snappy 13 minutes there's one day left until we take america ina 
new direction my friends by noon mccain headed north and doubled up on battleground states one stop 
reaching voters in parts of north carolina and virginia we're going to keep virginia red red state's mccain 
needs to hold where he fine-tuned his charge that senator obama is too liberal and my friends he's in the far 
left lane of american politics and he's stuck there in the fast lane of the final day mccain is traveling roughly 
hundred miles measured another way that's 107 electoral votes from two to four o'clock this afternoon stops 
outside pittsburgh and indianapolis in campaign terms these are hangar rallies staged right at the airport to 
stop and go quickly mccain was just as efficient summarizing his claim on experience i've been tested and i 
passed that test senator obama hasn't and even after stops here in roswell new mexico brian john mccain 
keeps going into the wee hours of the morning advisers say he will also head out again tomorrow visiting 
colorado and new mexico again and also sharing in that sense of loss tonight john and cindy mccain issued 
a written statement sending their condolences to the obama family brian all right kelly o'donnell just a few 
hours more kelly in roswell new mexico for us tonight thanks all of this brings us back to our political director 
chuck todd and chuck 
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political director chuck todd and chuck we mentioned the big number at the top of the broadcast but there's 
other data in our polling tonight that i i wanted to share well the big one i think outside obviously of the head- 
to-head is this personal thermometer how voters believe in the two candidates what do they feel positive 
feeling obama has 44 percent of a very positive rating compared to mccain's what this means nine and ten of 
obama's supporters love this guy will do whatever it takes stand in line three hours to vote about only five 
and ten of mccain's supporters will do that that is a big difference when we think about what's going to 
happen tomorrow long lines at polls who's going to show up the other thing was what concerns you about the 
candidates is that we asked on mccain is it his closeness to bush or is it governor palin and by a three to one 
margin they picked bush and then when we go with asked obama what concerns you more is an experience 
or the likelihood he might raise taxes it was an experience it's as if we went back to where this campaign 
started between mccain and obama this thing started with inexperience being obama's achilles heel bush 
being mccain's and we're still there i'm watching these two uh these two candidates through our 
correspondence pieces uh melancholy moods on both campaigns at this stage but for different reasons if i 
asked you show me the path john mccain would have to travel tomorrow night to get the nomination where 
does it go through well when you look at our battleground map it means sweeping all of our toss-up states 
from florida to montana to nevada to missouri and virginia and then also finding 18 more electoral votes 
somewhere that somewhere right now could be pennsylvania that's where they're hoping or a combination of 
iowa virginia new hampshire it's very very difficult when you look at it but it's still possible all right we'll of 
course see you all day tomorrow and all through the night tomorrow night chuck todd our political director 
thanks back our election eve coverage continues a hugely important state in this year's campaign is missouri 
both candidates have been there a lot both of them now veterans will tell you that at times it seems more like 
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that at times it seems more like two states two regions although 11 electoral votes in all at stake our report 
tonight from nbc's mark potter [Music] i'm calling from john mccain headquarters to ask for your vote on 
tuesday for john mccain in this battleground and bellwether state they're having the meetings where the 
presidential race is neck and neck the campaigns are working overtime to get out the vote every vote counts 
in the future as our country is at stake history suggests winning missouri is critical in a presidential bid 
missouri has gone with the winner in 25 of the last 26 elections democrats are strongest here in kansas city 
columbia and st louis independents are most important in the suburbs and republicans do best in the smaller 
communities and the rural rest of the state the political divide here can also be heard in the democratic urban 
areas most people pronounce the name of the state as missouri but out here in the republican rural counties 
you're more likely to hear missouri and wise politicians know the difference months ago the republicans 
thought they had the race sewn up here but the economic crisis gave the democrats an opening in saint louis 
medical assistant edwina jackson believes obama can bring back many of the jobs lost here we need some 
new ideas some new thinking young minds and i think he's the one but further south in cape girardeau 
mccain is favored dave knight runs a small manufacturing plant here employing 45 people and fears obama's 
tax plan could hurt his business that burden of extra taxes could be the straw that broke the camel's back 
with no early voting sites here thank you for your strong consideration on tuesday the polls are expected to 
be jammed as the people of missouri and missouri cast another historic vote mark connor nbc news st louis 
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mark connor nbc news st louis we thought it was close enough to the election to take some measure of these 
campaigns we've just seen run to do that we've brought in two veterans both of them now nbc news analysts 
luckily for our team former campaign political strategist mike murphy and the chairman of the democratic 
leadership council former congressman harold ford jr the great state of tennessee congressman beginning 
with you the democrats what did they do well what have they done poorly well the selection of joe biden 
strong experience he had even been critical of obama a little bit in the primary barack showed a willingness 
to look beyond and put the best people around him too you got to give dean the dnc some credit for putting 
ground troops in a ground game in every state and barack's team followed up aggressively giving them a 
chance now to play in states they probably wouldn't be able to play in down side they've been a pretty 


doggone good campaign it's hard to say i think barack might have taken about one or two things he said 
about people in pennsylvania i might have taken about one or two things he might have said about some 
other voters by and large this has been a pretty efficient and well-run campaign and mike your analysis has 
been marked by being accurate and tough but fair on the gop so far this season well i've been trying it's not 
always easy because i know who i'm rooting for but i would say the the problem the mccain campaign has 
had has gotten in the way of the mccain brand the only way for republicans to survive this environment was 
to be a different kind of republican and too often in tone i think unfortunately the palin pick in more tactics and 
strategy the campaign undercut the special brand of mccain the upside it's a mccain campaign they never 
quit they fight they fight they fight they're fighting right now and they're going to be fighting tomorrow morning 
they never give up they're tough-minded and they're not quitters do you agree with that theory that when he 
took that microphone from the woman in minnesota and said no my opponent's not an arab that that's when 
we saw the first genuine flash of john mccain in a long time in the campaign yeah i think so and the other 
night in peterborough when he went back to that kind of shrine from the old days i saw it on c-span and uh 
that was that was the mccain that i think if it had really been for the full year uh i think the numbers would be 
looking a little better tonight well as they say 


00:34:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=IKPZ8ucmGBo&t=2041s 





a little better tonight well as they say we're down to counting the hours and the voters have a funny way of 
expressing their own opinions but thank you we had one more advantage uh-huh we had a better candidate i 
mean barack obama's is proven to be how he does it's like the two men and dad they don't quit gentlemen 
thank you both we'll talk more with you both tomorrow night as we watch this story unfold see it's so happy 
when they get along [Music] from nbc news election headquarters in new york this is nbc nightly news with 
brian williams good evening it has been the most exciting suspenseful hard-fought and historic presidential 
campaign in american history and tonight the campaign is over people lined up across this country by the 
millions today so that by tonight when all the numbers are in america will have chosen a new president the 
early numbers show a startlingly motivated electorate out there our election night coverage begins now 
crowds already gathering outside this building as 30 rockefeller center has been transformed into our 
election headquarters here in new york tonight where tonight the states will be displayed on that famous 
skating rink as they are called the voting of course all day long continues into tonight we have a live picture 
of a polling place in doral florida as people are still making it out to the polls as they should the candidates 
voted this morning barack and michelle obama cast their votes near their home in chicago with daughters 
sasha and malia in tow as john and cindy mccain went to their polling place in phoenix arizona all day long 
as we've said americans have voted in big numbers while early voting means a third of the vote was in 
roughly before a single vote was cast today on election day the vote has been so heavy in so many places 
across the country we are told turnout may indeed break records our team is of course in place to cover it all 
we'll be on the air all night we're going to begin with what 
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all night we're going to begin with what we already know about what voters are saying after casting their vote 
and exiting the polls and again these early numbers here could be telling and curry has been looking over 
the early exit poll data as it's been received by us and good evening good evening to you brian in fact we do 
have some telling findings to tell you about tonight we asked americans who went to the polls today what 
quality was most important in a presidential candidate and look at this thirty seven percent of the ability to 
bring change is the most important quality thirty one percent said values twenty percent said experience and 
twelve percent said a sense that the candidate cares about people like them was the most important quality 
voters also told us just how unhappy they are with the way this country has been going look at this while in 
2000 31 thought that america was on the wrong track and in 2004 that number jumped to 41 percent this 
year a stunning 79 percent of voters said america is heading in the wrong direction brian this is a historic 
number for a presidential election and these negative feelings extend to president george w bush his 
approval rating in 2004 was 54 as of today that has dropped to 28 in our nbc news exit poll that is down 26 
points brian so the question now is how this discontent americans express today will play out in who they 


choose to be the nation's next president brian all right and curry uh in our exit polling room where some of 
those graphics just narrowly missed you tonight and we'll be checking back in with you all night long we want 
to go to what will be win or lose the largest single public gathering by our reckoning in the nation tonight 
grant park in chicago illinois lee cowan covering the obama campaign again win or lose barack obama and 
family are expected there to speak as the evening gets late lee good evening good evening brian yeah you 
know this park has hosted uh popes it's hosted sport teams but never anything 
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sport teams but never anything quite like it is about to witness tonight and all of it will come after a day for 
both barack obama and joe biden that by their campaigning standards anyway was actually pretty tame after 
21 months thousands of miles and millions of dollars it comes down to the weight when the polls close the 
journey ends barack obama's last campaign flight took him to indianapolis today i'd love to have their votes i 
want their best career to a phone bank at a uaw hall i think we can win otherwise his number two on the 
ticket joe biden did a little informal polling at a polling station in virginia always feel at the end of the race 
here that it ain't over till it's over it was a small gathering in stark contrast to obama's rally in the state just 12 
hours before fired up ready to go attended by nearly 90 000 people now brian as for the senator's schedule 
tonight he has already played his good luck game of basketball for a couple of hours he is now at the hyatt 
regency hotel here in downtown chicago where he will watch the election returns and then at some point he 
will make his way here to grant park where his campaign will either end a chapter or he'll start a new one 
right i heard today some friends of the senator flew into town just to play basketball ball with him once the 
campaign was officially over lee cowan in grant park we'll be hearing much more from you as the evening 
goes on now to the other side in this campaign kelly o'donnell all the while has been of course covering the 
mccain campaign for us and the final appearance for the mccain campaign will be tonight in phoenix arizona 
kelly good evening hello to you brian and even after john mccain cast his ballot here in phoenix he kept going 
he traveled to colorado and new mexico and mccain was talking about what he wants to do if elected and he 
made that case without ever mentioning barack obama's name 
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obama's name taking it all in at one last rally get out there and vote i need your help volunteer knock on 
doors get your neighbors to the polls drag them there if you need to today john mccain let sentiment show 
i've never lived a day in good times or bad that i didn't thank god for the privilege of serving the united states 
of america and nostalgia for of all things a regular chant about offshore drilling we ought to hear it one more 
time drill baby drill home to vote in alaska two anticipated reports about governor palin a doctor's letter says 
she's in good health a state board found no probable cause that palin violated ethics rules firing an official in 
so-called trooper gate now tomorrow i hope i pray i believe that i'll be able to wake up as vice president-elect 
making the trip from alaska the palins will join the mccain family here in phoenix to watch who watch those 
returns come in and it's a sentimental place this is where john and cindy mccain were married ryan all right 
kelly o'donnell at the arizona biltmore hotel where we'll be going back to her a lot during the evening our 
political director chuck todd will be with us of course all night showing us the paths to the presidency 
available to these two candidates and taking apart these battleground states just as soon as we name them 
but tonight chuck as we start the evening perhaps the easiest job for you and that is a viewer's guide for all 
the rest of us well the good news for the viewers it all starts at seven o'clock those first poll closings a huge 
state virginia it will tell us everything about where how tight how narrow will john mccain's path be if he loses 
it first time democrats will have taken it since 1964. suddenly it really narrows things also at seven o'clock 
kentucky senate those polls close there mitch mcconnell the republican leader if he's in trouble if we're not 
calling this race this will tell you that that 
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this race this will tell you that that drive for 60 is possible at eight o'clock we'll have polls that'll have closed 
within that hour in florida north carolina and ohio this is the mccain political survival triangle if he loses 
virginia he has to sweep these three at nine o'clock colorado and new mexico the polls closed there these 
were two red states that in our final pre-election nbc battleground map we had put in obama's column he's 
expecting to try to carry these safe finally 11 o'clock west coast big electoral votes here this is where the 
numbers start adding up and somebody is going to be getting close to 270 at this hour and then finally at 
1am we will need to be staying up because ted stevens long-time republican senator just convicted on the 
ballot could this actually be the 60th senate seat we have to wait till 1am to find out 1am we'll just be getting 
started we won't even sweat absolutely we're going to three four four night there's no morning there we go 
keep trying we're glad to have you for the whole ride tonight thanks now we're going to be hearing a lot about 
the balance of power as the night goes on 35 senators up 435 members of congress a lot for grabs tonight 
covering all of it andrea mitchell will be by our side tonight andrea brian it's such a fascinating race in the 
senate tonight democrats are hoping to greatly expand their control of the senate so that they have 60 votes 
that would be enough to beat back a filibuster that requires picking up nine seats something they think is 
tough but still possible the democratic caucus now has 51 senators if they count joe lieberman elected as an 
independent and closely alive with john mccain but with five open seats this year democrats could pick up at 
least three in virginia colorado and new mexico president of the united states and with an unpopular 
president and an economy in crisis this could be a rough year for republican incumbents in other states 
believed to be most vulnerable new hampshire senator john sununu facing former democratic governor 
jeanne 
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facing former democratic governor jeanne shaheen whom he beat six years ago north carolina's elizabeth 
dole fighting off state senator kay hagan with ads falsely suggesting hagen is an atheist oregon's gordon 
smith so eager to reject the republican brand he uses barack obama in his ads alaska's ted stevens 
convicted on seven felony counts but fighting to keep his seat and minnesota's norm coleman facing liberal 
democrat comedian and talk show host al franken plus a third party candidate and if the democratic vote 
really turns out in the south republicans could also lose kentucky and senate leader mitch mcconnell and 
seats in georgia and mississippi and as for the house democrats are positioned to pick up perhaps 20 to 30 
seats there after winning 30 seats only two years ago and if that happens republicans will be asking 
themselves just how they could lose so much power after their historic takeover of the house from the 
democrats back in 1994. looking forward to having you right there all night andrea we'll see you much later 
we're back here in new york and as closely as this election is being watched here in this country it is also fair 
to say to reprise a quote from grant park in a different era the whole world is watching what happens tonight 
it'll have a global impact nbc's donna friesen is standing by in london with more on how this is being viewed 
outside of this country donna good evening good evening brian yes never before has an american election 
electrified the world the way this one has in part is because the campaign was so dramatic the character's so 
compelling but it's also because many people in the world simply want to turn the page on the era of george 
w bush as america decides the world is watching tonight at parties like this one in london that's gonna have 
major consequences for the world so we wanna watch it live we're gonna stay up for the next eight hours or 
so and from the streets of manila in the philippines to the iranian capital tehran interest in this election is 
unprecedented the world has already cast 
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unprecedented the world has already cast its vote and it is no contest recent polls show people in more than 
70 countries favor barack obama three to one over john mccain i deeply hope for america's image abroad 
that obama will win this french woman but i just think it would be fantastic to have a non-white president i just 
think that would be marvellous israel is one of the few places where support for obama is weak john mccain 
is uh is the person that is the best for israel nowhere is obama mania more fervent than in kenya the 
candidate's ancestral home here they're praying for victory and preparing to party knowing their favored son 
carries the aspirations of so many across the world the fact is in this globalized world the private decision 


that americans make in the ballot box today will determine the course not only of the united states over the 
next four years but in many ways the course of the world brian donna friesenberg will quickly become 
morning in london as we head into the night on this election night donna thanks we'll be checking in with 
we're back here in new york and one more reminder here we are about five minutes away from the first calls 
the first state calls and the first polls closing so be sure to stay with us this campaign this election both go 
down in history just what is here tonight what's been made over the last 22 months or so this will always be a 
history making election day in american history millions lined up to vote for a new president today and will 
close this half hour with a look at this day from nbc's george lewis they opened the floodgates this morning at 
voting places across the country and as matt lauer put it on the today show and by all indications when you 
go to vote you're going to have a lot of company up to 140 million americans lined up often for hours 
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often for hours former secretary of state henry kissinger a mccain supporter was one of the faces in the 
crowd on the sidewalks of new york where people are used to long lines it was the same story on the other 
end of the country at this polling place in los angeles a couple hundred people lined up before dawn to be 
among the first to vote gerald washington arrived at 10 minutes to 5 a.m because it's very very important that 
you be here this is a very historic time as the spanish-language newspaper la opinion headlined the historic 
vote 86-year-old maria reyes originally from el salvador cast her first ballot in an american election it wasn't 
easy for her she has parkinson's disease reyes was sworn in as a new citizen in august helped by her 
daughter elvia as the wonderful men for the our country right now obama even in southern california's little 
saigon vietnamese americans turned out to support john mccain because they say they are indebted to him 
mr mccain and i grew up and fought the same war in vietnam i'm here with your ballot in fort worth texas zula 
dears voted from a hospital bed some were in a festive mood uncle sam in shreveport louisiana and the 
mccain versus obama turtle race in tulsa oklahoma this as millions of voters moved at a turtle's pace through 
those long lines george lewis nbc news los angeles from nbc news election headquarters in new york this is 
nbc nightly news with brian williams good evening the 44th president of the united states will be named 
barack obama this is a different nation than it was at this time just last night and american history won't be 
the same again there was a shift in american politics last night the kind that takes 
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politics last night the kind that takes place once in a great while people celebrated in the streets in different 
cities in this country and overseas americans elected a young man with a young family an african-american 
the first ever and now that we've seen the numbers and who voted and why it's clear our nation is headed in 
a different direction here's the electoral map you'll recall the president-elect needed that number of 270 he 
got it handily beating john mccain 349 173 it was called an electoral landslide only north carolina remains too 
close to call turnout was a record 133 million americans obama won 52 percent to 46 percent the u.s senate 
now stands at 54 democrats 40 republicans two independents that's a net gain of five for the democrats with 
races in four states still too close to call minnesota oregon georgia and alaska all gop incumbents in those 
races our team is once again in place after a long night lee cowan of course who had been covering the 
obama campaign is these days covering the transition for the president-elect in chicago lee good evening 
good evening brian barack obama's administration is already starting to take shape the democratic 
congressman from illinois rob emanuel has been offered the chief of staff spot in that administration although 
he hasn't accepted it yet as for barack obama himself he spent a very rare day out of the limelight staying as 
far away from the cameras as he could it was immersion in seclusion or so it seemed for the most 
photographed most talked about most sought-after man in the world who appeared in public only briefly 
today as his victory soaked in the words he spoke last night took root it's been a long time coming but tonight 
because of what we did on this day in 
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because of what we did on this day in this election at this defining moment change has come to america 
[Applause] from coast to coast last night in barber shops and bars his supporters had huddled around big 
screen tv but it was grant park in obama's hometown of chicago where the cheers were the loudest 
[Applause] a quarter of a million people many moved to tears the power is with the people and he stood for 
the people and he connected with us they were everyone the not so famous and the famous jesse jackson 
oprah winfrey who could barely contain herself today on her show [Applause] but obama acknowledged not 
everyone is on his side to those americans who who support i have yet to earn i may not have won your vote 
tonight but i hear your voices i need your help and i will be your president too obama made history not 
because of his race but in spite of it and his reaction poured in from the white house on down it was that 
factor cited most of all this moment is especially uplifting for a generation of americans who witnessed the 
struggle for civil rights with their own eyes and four decades later see a dream fulfilled as an african- 
american i'm especially proud because this is a country that's been through a long journey in terms of 
overcoming runes and making race uh not the factor in our lives his rival john mccain was gracious in conceit 
citing the historic nature of obama's candidacy pledging to bridge any differences and find common ground 
these are difficult times for our country and i pledge to him tonight to do all in my power to help him lead us 
through the many challenges we face 
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and what stood out out of all the promises he made last night brian is this one the fact that not everything is 
going to happen right away he said the challenges facing his administration present a steep climb as he put it 
and he warned voters last night that there are a host of problems that may not be solved even by the end of 
his first turn brian lee cowan in chicago thanks after an incredible night in this nation's history and of course 
by looking at the numbers we now know a lot more about what happened last night and why and here with 
us as he was all night and all morning this morning our political director chuck todd what have you found well 
first of all he flipped nine states okay nine states that president bush carried and you can group them in pairs 
in in threes to know which demographic group he improved start out west you know he did well better with 
hispanics that's why he carried nevada colorado and new mexico you go down south and assuming trend 
lines hold in north carolina he will have flipped florida north carolina and virginia that tells you the in shows 
you the increase in african-americans and actually in young voter turnout and then of course the issue of the 
economy you don't flip indiana iowa and ohio it's easy and and lock in the rust belt without the economy 
flipping that in that way and then what was what was everywhere in all of these states was how the suburban 
vote has now shifted from what was a lean republican vote just 20 years ago places like new jersey is now 
becoming a locked in part of the democratic coalition and in congress a very tough night for the republicans 
not the total titanic bloodbath that some had predicted if the phrase is it could have been worse that's their 
their mantra it looks like it might be no more than 20 house seats the senate seats we got al franken anda 
runoff uh excuse me in a recount we won't know till december alaska if ted stevens wins he gets thrown out 
and then there's all sorts of shenanigans there a runoff in georgia seems very likely now and oregon 
democrats feel the best about picking up one more seat there all right chuck todd glad you were here 
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all right chuck todd glad you were here with us last night and tonight we'll keep looking at it what a night yeah 
what a night for a long time that's right now begins of course the hard work the transition of the machinery of 
government being handed over after eight years of the bush administration to this new president he now has 
76 days to start a new government prepare for inauguration that story tonight from nbc's andrea mitchell an 
historic win yes we did raising big expectations in washington now the hard part delivering on that promise 
joe biden in chicago today was asked if he had talked to the president-elect about his role biden is expected 
to be a key player on foreign policy obama's aides have studied transitions that worked ronald reagan's and 
those that didn't bill clinton's bill clinton will tell you that he made a huge mistake in concentrating on 
appointing his cabinet and delaying the appointment of the staff until a few days before the inauguration 
headline that's why advisers say obama wants his good friend chicago congressman rahm emanuel a hard- 
nosed white house veteran to be his chief of staff he knows policy very well he knows politics he knows how 


the hill works he has been in the white house before i just think he would be an excellent choice obama may 
also announce an economic team this week he's getting advice from former treasury secretary robert rubin 
former fed chairman paul volcker and warren buffett among others he's considered former treasury secretary 
larry summers for treasury also highly regarded new york fed president tim geithner and jp morgan chase 
chairman james diamond and today the cia announced that until the inauguration it will serve two consumers 
the president and the president-elect cia director michael hayden said barack obama will now see the full 
range of capabilities we deploy for the united states still transitions can be dangerous we can't guarantee 
against bad things happening but again this is about making sure that we 


00:58:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=IKPZ8ucmGBo&t=3481s 





again this is about making sure that we are extra focused during a period of change which is naturally one in 
which sometimes there's an element of distraction so for the first time 100 officials from both the obama and 
mccain campaigns were given security clearances before the election just in case they won andrea mitchell 
nbc news washington this nation woke up this morning changed as one columnist put it america matured in 
2008 by choosing barack obama tonight nbc's kevin temples takes stock of a new day sun up and sunny 
side up in chicago's hyde park [Music] at the president-elect's favorite diner they were giving it away this is a 
wonderful day for the world not far from obama's home it's celebration time he's our president and he's our 
neighbor so he's from the neighborhood history of making first african-american president in the united states 
is this beautiful it's very very beautiful outside a carnival atmosphere with freshly minted t-shirts for sale this 
is great barack obama and on this the day after people are lining up for their own piece of history barack 
obama mr president the first edition of the chicago papers sold out immediately so they simply waited for 
more i Know what my grandparents and great-grandparents really witnessed it really went through so it 
means a lot headlines selling like hotcakes from coast to coast in detroit the owner of this gas station spent 
70 thousand dollars to switch his station's name to obama to show the people if you want to change there's 
no limit and on a balmy november day in minneapolis it's a family affair i'm equally as happy that we get 
michelle obama to be first lady as that we get barack obama to be president i think she rocks but not 
everyone's overjoyed i'm afraid it's going to change the supreme court do a lot of things that us 
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things that us conservatives would rather do the other way and nixon cooper is 106 years old last night 
barack obama spoke of a remarkable centenarian in atlanta i never expected it during my lifetime now and 
nixon cooper is living another piece of history as barack obama is elected the next american president kevin 
tibbles nbc news we're back in this presidential campaign we kept hearing was all about change which is 
exactly what john mccain and sarah payson palin woke up facing today nbc's kelly o'donnell who's been 
covering the mccain campaign from the very start looks at what the day after is like when you've lost a 
national election and what might lie ahead for the alaska governor the day after the campaign trappings are 
gone before noon john mccain was driving himself from phoenix to sedona secret service protection had 
ended at six this morning one campaign packs up i thought a great guy ran a great tough vulnerable 
campaign and the what ifs begin for governor sarah palin who heads back to wasilla today is there a 
presidential campaign in her future can't wait to get back to work for the people of alaska at her phoenix hotel 
palin said the economy was to blame for the loss far more than anything she did if i cost john mccain even 
one vote i am sorry about that because john mccain i believe is the american hero but in defeat more 
negative whispers newsweek magazine had inside access for a book and reports that a senior campaign 
aide claimed palin was more directly involved in the high-end shopping spree for campaign close spending 
tens of thousands more than has been acknowledged today the governor denied causing tensions we laugh 
about that criticism and if only people you know come on up and travel travel with us to alaska and see this 
diva lifestyle that i supposedly live or would demand 
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i supposedly live or would demand because it's just false but again i'm not going to participate in any of the 
negativity during his concession speech mccain hinted at a political future for palin one of the best 
campaigners i have ever seen and an impressive new voice in our party 2012 seeming a long way off today 
palin was careful to say she couldn't imagine a run in 2012 now because of the newness of this defeat but 
she didn't rule anything out and that leaves the door open kelly o'donnell nbc news phoenix we are back and 
now americans of course after last night's results begin to get to know a new first family the obamas the 
children daughters malia and sasha their father the president-elect and michelle obama the nation's new first 
lady she is a strong partner whose husband must now deal with two wars and an economic crisis tonight 
anne curry reports on barack obama's anchor in this storm and i would not be standing here tonight without 
the unyielding support of my best friend for the last 16 years the rock of our family the love of my life the 
nation's next first lady michelle obama a groundbreaking future first lady she has her own horatio alger story 
a woman who rose on a scholarship to become a harvard educated lawyer from a hard-working family on 
chicago's tough south side growing up our family did what normal families do so when there is uh we we 
used humor to get by a lot of situations well i'm preaching to the choir that resilience is one of her strengths 
as a political wife how many silver spoons in your mouth we we had four spoons so that tag still sticks and 
then my father got a raise at the plant and we had five spoons 
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plant and we had five spoons once the bread winner in their marriage she struggled with the work family 
balance and is now setting women's issues among her priorities as first lady along with national service and 
the plight of military families i just try to let people get a sense of the real me as much as possible so i just try 
to let go and speak from the heart there's an enormous inner strength in this woman and i think it matches 
his inner strength there's a serenity there that i think both of them share in their relationship and their 
confidence in themselves but her biggest job may be keeping life as normal as possible for daughters malia 
and sasha and helping her husband keep all his promises you have earned the new puppy that's coming 
with us to the white house and barack and i were raised with so many of the same values like you work hard 
for what you want in life that your word is your bond that you do what you say you're going to do a promise 
on which america's future now rests anne curry good evening the machinery of government is shifting gears 
you can see it in the face of the president you can see it in the actions of the president-elect barack obama 
has chosen his chief of staff other staff announcements are coming and there was evidence today that the 
emotion of this departure is catching up with president bush the obamas and the bushes meet at the white 
house monday obama meets with his economic advisors tomorrow and here's why the dow fell nearly 450 
points today it's suddenly fallen almost 10 percent in two days the largest two-day drop ever thus the 
urgency just two days after this election our own lee cowan is covering the transition effort in chicago for us 
tonight lee good evening good evening brian in addition to all of that barack obama got his first presidential 
intelligence briefing today here in chicago and as you mentioned he now has a chief of staff fellow chicago 
and rahm emanuel but as 
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fellow chicago and rahm emanuel but as promised his top priority is the economy and that will be the topic of 
his very first press conference tomorrow as president-elect the land of lincoln has rarely had this much 
influence the home to the president-elect is now also home to the man who will be the gateway to the 
president illinois congressman rahm emanuel who today seemed humbled by the author i'm very fortunate 
that my parents are alive to see that whatever choice i make as obama's chief of staff he will hold one of the 
most powerful positions in all of government he has obama's ear his confidence and may help temper 
democrats from overreaching but emmanuel's inside the beltway fiercely partisan leadership style is far 
different than obama's and republicans are split on the choice house republican leader john boehner of ohio 
called emanuel an ironic choice for a president-elect who's promised to change washington in contrast 
lindsey graham an ardent john mccain supporter called it a wise choice saying emmanuel is someone with 
great political skill so far obama is not going far outside his inner circle david axelrod his rumpled chief 
campaign strategist may be a chief advisor and robert gibbs obama's longtime spokesman looks to have a 


spot as obama's press secretary as obama left the offices of the fbi in chicago where he had his first 
intelligence briefing this morning back in washington some of his fellow democrats were out for blood senate 
majority leader harry reid summoned joe lieberman to the woodshed lieberman an independent who 
caucuses with democrats is in trouble for his enthusiastic support of john mccain and may be stripped of his 
title as chairman of the homeland security committee as a result i want to spend some time in the next few 
days thinking about what senator reid and i discussed and what my options are at this point but it's the 
economy that is weighing heaviest on obama's mind he convenes a meeting with his transition economic 
advisory board tomorrow including larry summers a possible pick 


01:08:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=IKPZ8ucmGBo&t=4080s 





including larry summers a possible pick as his new secretary of treasury and the obamas will both be 
traveling to washington on monday michelle included she will get a tour of the private residences while mr 
obama will be meeting personally with president bush in the oval office to discuss the specifics of the 
transition right all starting with amazing speed lee cowan in chicago tonight lee thanks and a quick program 
note here we will have live coverage of the president-elect's first news conference tomorrow afternoon 2 30 
eastern time here on this nbc station some new stats are out about this election two nights ago which have 
us looking at the political map a little differently and our political director chuck todd is with us to talk about it 
and chuck in all candor it was this morning's special section after the vote in the new york times that showed 
not the blue and red map we're used to but this uh largely blue map with kind of veins of red through the 
midsection what is this and what's going on well it expounds upon something that we're going to talk about in 
a couple of minutes which is obama's victory was across the board his increases it wasn't just about one 
voting group it was across the board whether it was older voters younger voters white voters black voters 
latino voters wherever they lived really you only see a pocket of the old south where mccain actually 
increased margin and didn't decrease these are counties he has turned blue or are turning blue or turning 
blue this doesn't mean he won all those counties it just means that's where he increased his vote share from 
four years ago and as you look at all the numbers exit polls raw data what else is coming to this well we 
know that conventional wisdom is trying to be set right now who put obama over the top and i get press 
releases all day from these young voter groups we did it well guess what if we eliminated every voter under 
the age of 30 only two states would flip to mccain indiana and north carolina what does that really mean 
obama still would be president without a single vote under 30 if you had gotten rid of all hispanic voters for 
some reason and they didn't come to the polls just two states would have flipped new mexico and indiana 
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mexico and indiana now granted you know you needed an across the board you want to do well with all of 
these voting groups but no one voting group can take credit obama did well with older white voters with 
working-class white voters with upper educated white voters black voters latino voters it was an entire 
tapestry that helped him get to where he got you can't one voting group can't sit here and take credit and that 
may be the story of this map and others chuck todd the change is coming to washington president bush 
came to the white house south lawn today to speak to the executive office staff about the coming transfer of 
power [Applause] as january 20th draws near some of you may be anxious about finding a new job or a new 
place to live i know how you feel as we head into the final stretch i ask you to remain focused on the goals 
ahead i will be honored to stand with you at the finish line may god bless you you might have seen their 
emotions almost got the better of the president there at the end of his remarks he went on from there to say 
goodbyes to staff members individually the sniping continues from inside the losing gop campaign and today 
vice presidential nominee sarah palin found herself the target of some very unflattering stories coming from 
with inside the republican party the story tonight from nbc's kelly o'donnell back home in alaska governor 
sarah palin has denied a flurry of accusations and criticism from mccain campaign aides i guess that's the 
nature of the beast of politics at this level so what are insiders saying election night aides say palin had 
prepared two versions of a speech but mccain's senior advisors told her no the night belonged to him deeper 
strains had been bubbling up for weeks new details on the controversial 
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weeks new details on the controversial wardrobe shopping aides say even after the big spending story broke 
palin staffers were sent to buy her more clothes and put charges on their own credit cards as much as 30 
thousand dollars eight say clothing for todd palin may have cost as much as 40 thousand dollars today the 
governor's spokesperson said palin had requested toiletries but never clothing on palin's knowledge mccain 
advisers say the governor had been candid about her limits on national security and foreign policy but how 
little she knew surprised some examples and aid said palin had to be told africa is a continent and not a 
country and was walked through the basics of the iraq war and middle east on a map today palin's office 
called the accusations unfortunate and quite honestly sickening i have absolutely no intention of engaging in 
any of the negativity because this has been all positive for for me after all that some of the same aids still 
describe palin as smart charismatic and hard the clashes they say were between palin and staffers and not 
the candidates adding mccain and palin spoke a few times a week and got along to the end kelly o'donnell 
nbc news phoenix earlier nightly news begins now [Music] from nbc news world headquarters in new york 
this is nbc nightly news with brian williams good evening in plain english if gm goes it could spell disaster 
further disaster for the entire us economy we learned today gm burned through 75 million dollars a day in the 
last quarter and to make it they need help fast for that matter so do american workers we also learned today 
1.2 million jobs have disappeared so far this year about a quarter million just last month unemployment is up 
steeply to 6.5 percent now and about those automakers 
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percent now and about those automakers gm went through 6.9 billion last quarter ford motor burned through 
7.7 billion dollars that's in three months so that was the backdrop for barack obama's first news conference 
as president-elect in chicago today he wanted the job he gets it in january but the problems have started and 
we start off here tonight with nbc's lee cowan in chicago lee good evening well brian obama stood uh flanked 
by a host of his economic advisers today one of whom may be his treasury secretary and he promised to 
take on the this economic crisis on head on we also warned there were a lot of tough decisions ahead it was 
his first press conference as president-elect and obama seemed genuinely surprised to see the press corps 
standing out of respect thank you not the way hastily arranged press conferences out on the campaign trail 
usually happened but his brief smile soon faded as he launched into a litany of the nation's economic woes 
some of the choices that we make are going to be difficult and i have said before and i will repeat again it is 
not going to be quick and it is not going to be easy for us to dig ourselves out of the hole that we are in 
although anxious to get moving he deferred to president bush reiterating several times that his move to 
pennsylvania avenue doesn't come for another two months now the united states has only one government 
and one president at a time and until january 20th of next year that government is the current administration 
still there are some things he can work on now like getting an economic stimulus package passed although 
some house democrats fear that won't get through a lame duck session of congress are you still confident 
that you would be able to get something done before you actually take office i want to see a stimulus 
package sooner rather than later if it does not get done in the lame duck session it will be the first thing i get 
done as president of the united states he 
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as president of the united states he indicated even though he will be a rookie in the white house he's still 
confident but i'm confident that a new president can have enormous impact that's why i ran for president the 
press conference took place after he and his vice president-elect joe biden emerged from a meeting with 
obama's new economic advisory board high profile heavy hitters many who served in past administrations at 
that meeting along with the stimulus plan the survival of the auto industry what obama called the backbone of 
american manufacturing took center stage i've made it a high priority for my transition team to work on 
additional policy options to help the auto industry adjust weather the financial crisis and succeed in producing 
fuel-efficient cars here in the united states he had been a busy day in addition to his daily intelligence briefing 
which he refused to be more specific about he had parent teacher meetings at school perhaps some of the 


most important advisors of all and he said he's done a bit of reading too going over abraham lincoln's 
writings which he called extraordinarily inspirational and he said he's been seeking the advice of past 
presidents which provided the only awkward moment of his first meeting with the press i've spoken to all of 
them uh that are living obviously president clinton i didn't want to get into a nancy reagan thing about you 
know doing any seances those lighter moments punctuated would have been a pretty casual press 
conference but it was short less than 19 minutes long only nine questions he takes this weekend off and then 
he heads to washington where he has that meeting in the oval office with president bush on monday an 
office that will soon be here brian lee cowan starting us off in chicago tonight because these are such tough 
times for the newspaper business a lot of papers might like it if every day was this past wednesday because 
of the historic headlines about barack obama's victory a lot of newspapers sold out and they 
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a lot of newspapers sold out and they couldn't print enough copies and there's a robust market for 
wednesday's papers on ebay where copies of wednesday's new york times are selling well you might say at 
an asking price between thirty and fifty dollars per copy for a newspaper that sold for a dollar fifty the 
governor of alaska is tonight back home in alaska and a short time ago tonight we receive videotape from an 
impromptu news conference she held with reporters late today answering some of the controversy generated 
during the campaign i know that i know that i know that there there was nothing done wrong in the campaign 
that john mccain and i have a great relationship i honor him i love him i i still wish that he were the president- 
elect and um in in that context you know it's frustrating to know that the media chooses to not correct the 
record when we're trying to set the record straight on any kind of hard feelings or negativity in the campaign 
and inside baseball type of issues in a campaign you guys make it difficult we know that for instance with the 
whole clothes issue the rnc purchase clothes those are the rnc's clothes they're not my clothes i never forced 
anybody to buy anything i never asked for anything more than maybe a diet dr pepper once in a while i never 
have asked for anything these are sarah palin's clothes you know we we don't take anything with us so until 
that's that's cleared up by by you guys doing your job what else can i say what else can john mccain say 
about all of this except these are false allegations um there were double standards all along with the you 
know throughout the campaign i don't know if anybody's asking barack obama for instance you know who did 
your makeup before you went on stage but they they've been asking me and they've been reporting um you 
know who who powdered her nose before she went up on stage i don't hear the guys being asked about that 
and you know who purchased the hair spray 
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you know who purchased the hair spray along the trail we know itemized what kind of hairspray sarah palin 
was using i don't hear the guys so that's a double standard and i'm not afraid to uh or are ashamed to admit 
that that is my feeling on this is of course there were double standards but so be it what i want to send the 
message to the young girls in america is yep girls you better study hard you better work hard you better plow 
through the double standards that are going to be in front of you and yep there's going to be a couple extra 
hurdles for every young woman in america it makes us work that much harder in campaigns it'll make us run 
that that that uh much faster and much much tougher much harder and in in order to um be uh received 
appropriately and given credence given credibility will work that much harder glad you're sarah palin after 
meeting with reporters just outside her office she was welcomed back by her anchorage staff members 
barack obama little time to bask in tuesday's election victory the president-elect is expected to move swiftly 
on more key appointments and perhaps push for a second economic stimulus plan before he takes office we 
go now to nbc's savannah guthrie in chicago with more on all this savannah good evening lester well obama 
was largely out of public sight today but he was on the job returning calls to foreign leaders including the 
russian president and working on his transition the backdrop to all of this would obama call today the 
greatest economic challenge of our lifetime this was the only public sighting of the president-elect today his 
motorcade departing after a saturday morning workout in his first radio address since becoming president- 
elect obama focused on the need to move quickly with his transition well we must recognize that we only 
have one president at a time and that president bush is the leader of our government i want to ensure that 


we hit the ground running on january 20th because we don't have a moment to lose from a presidential 
looking photo op with his economic advisers to his news conference in chicago the obama team is seeking to 
project 
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the obama team is seeking to project calm and competence at a time when bad financial news is mounting 
economic and national security positions are expected to be among the first posts to be filled transition 
advisors making it clear they want to move quickly but are mindful that particularly in the economic arena the 
appointments themselves have the ability to move markets i think it's very important in all these key positions 
both in the economic team and the national security team uh to to get it right and and not to be so rushed 
that you end up making mistakes advisers say obama is serious about a bipartisan team hoping to appoint at 
least one republican to a key position there's also a possibility that current secretary of defense robert gates 
would stay on and as obama begins the work of governing one rare glimpse into the campaign that was 
obama's campaign photographer released a series of behind the scenes photos from election night a look at 
the moments before the candidate became the president-elect [Music] well the obama team is very much 
aware of history as it goes about this work of transition one top transition official invoked to us president 
eisenhower who completed his nomination process by december 1st the obama team of course not making 
any promises to go that quickly but they do believe lester the time is of the essence and savannah what 
about the chances of a second stimulus package between now and january 20th well it's something that 
obama would like to see happen but there are two big questions what would be in it and whether republicans 
like president bush or senate republicans would sign on the republicans say they'd have to see what 
democrats are proposing before they weigh in all right savannah guthrie in chicago tonight thank you as the 
president-elect tackles the transition the republicans are grappling with reinvention regrouping to decide what 
the future of the party will look like here's nbc's kevin cork governor thank you so much sir behind the smile 
that greeted staffers at her office alaska governor sarah palin made it 
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alaska governor sarah palin made it clear late friday she was still fuming over anonymous reports from inside 
the mccain camp that she was difficult to work with it is immature it's unprofessional and those guys are jerks 
if they came away with it taking things out of context and then trying to spread something on national news 
it's not fair not right palin has shown no signs of fading from the national spotlight good news say gop 
insiders for a still reeling party some are calling for a new look gop christopher shays was new england's last 
remaining house republican until his defeat tuesday you've got to reach out to african americans you've got 
to reach out to latinos and you've got to be an inclusive party and we aren't right now but we will be or we will 
be extinct next week republicans will debate the future of the party as gop governors meet in florida 
conservatives say they're ready for the fight in fact they say that moving to the moderate middle was the 
problem to begin with the conservative movement does not need to be rebuilt we had some people abandon 
the conservative movement and we need to make sure they stay abandoned that is the paradox a party in 
decline what's left is the hardest core base the party's biggest challenge finding a leader while some favor 
former governors mitt romney and mike huckabee both popular with the party base others favor changing the 
way america thinks about the gop and look to louisiana governor bobby jindal and alaska's sarah palin in 
politics a resurrection happens all the time i would not count syrup out back in alaska the governor was still 
trying to explain away the wardrobe controversy and this can be a shining moment for america in our history 
and and look what we're talking about again we're talking about my shoes and belts and skirts and this is 
ridiculous frustration at a time when her party could use a makeover of its own kevin cork nbc news 
washington good morning everyone with barack obama facing a learning curve as steep as that of any 
modern day president he's found a willing partner in his desire for a 
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willing partner in his desire for a smooth transfer of power president bush mindful of the unprecedented 
challenges facing the new president welcomes obama to the white house tomorrow a symbolic meeting that 
typically takes place much later in the transition process it's a start of the first wartime handover of power in 
40 years but it is the battle over the economy that may be the most sobering heap of reality landing on the 
president-elect's plate nbc's savannah guthrie is in chicago tonight where obama is preparing for the trip 
savannah good evening good evening lester tomorrow barack obama will return to washington for the first 
time as president-elect his meeting with the current president part tradition part courtesy and obama hopes 
part substance as he urges washington to move quickly on a second stimulus to help the economy change 
has already come to barack obama's neighborhood security high this weekend with the president-elect's 
every move documented from his morning workout to a saturday night date with his wife as obama tried to 
keep a low profile his surrogates made the talk show rounds today rejecting suggestions that obama's 
ambitious agenda from middle class tax cuts to energy reform to health care will have to be put off because 
of the economic crisis this provides an opportunity to finally tackle the issues that for too long have been 
postponed kicked down the road on some things the president-elect may not wait for congress advisers 
suggesting obama could reverse some of president bush's executive orders immediately upon taking office 
on issues ranging from stem cell research to drilling there's a lot that the president can do using his 
executive authority without waiting for congressional action and and i think uh we'll see the the president do 
that meanwhile obama is moving quickly to put his team in place aides say additional staff announcements 
could come as early as this week though cabinet level appointments are not expected that soon he wants to 
make 
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not expected that soon he wants to make sure that it represents the diversity of our country diversity and 
perspectives diversity in race diversity and geography and so all of those pieces are going to come together 
and he will pick the best person for each position tomorrow obama returns to washington to meet with 
president bush at the white house something of a presidential tradition the first president bush and bill clinton 
met in december 1992 and in december 2000 it was bush and clinton again then president-elect george w 
bush i am humbled and honored and in the tradition of first lady visits laura bush will show michelle obama 
around the private residence while back in chicago the obama's old neighbors grow accustomed to their new 
reality the extra security get a little hassle that time but we know it's worth it and and and if they are very 
thorough i called my parents and i and i said you know i'm inside the secret service blockade i have to tell the 
police that i live so close to barack obama you know i love to tell people well back to the transition one thing 
we hear across the board from advisors they want to move quickly but carefully that you'll see them reach 
across party lines for some of these appointments and may have some hold overs from the bush 
administration one that they refuse to rule out is the possibility that defense secretary robert gates would stay 
on lester nbc savannah guthrie in chicago tonight savannah thanks now to nbc news in depth around the 
world barack obama's victory is resonating as leaders line up to share some of the limelight and though for 
now his election has produced only expectations of positive change those expectations alone are enough for 
americans living abroad to feel a noticeable change in the climate nbc's jimmy sater reports from london at 
lucille the best place for burgers in cairo barack obama's victory has already brought change americans here 
are feeling better about themselves i felt kind of timid to tell people that i was american egyptians were 
distant ill will over the war in iraq got in the way 
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war in iraq got in the way but not now it's as if there's a weight off our shoulders and not just in the middle 
east america is cool again says this london newspaper headline just reading it left jim hall an ex-pat from 
rhode island almost in tears for the first time in eight years i'm actually proud to be an american living abroad 
the good feeling is catching these american tourists in bavaria say the germans here are suddenly different 
they seem friendlier with the change in the administration by the 1500s american thomas stauffrigen has 
been a tour guide in germany for more than 20 years and he has never seen a u.s presidential election have 
such an effect it's a much more promising feeling that people have about american about the future of the 


world and politicians are feeling it too across europe's capitals government leaders are scrambling it seems 
to get a piece of barack obama's popularity we will work closely with the new administration britain's prime 
minister gordon brown faced off this week with conservative leader david cameron both claiming to be 
agents of change like obama on the day the american people voted for change aren't people in this country 
entitled to ask how much longer have we got to put up with more of the same while french president nicolas 
sarkozy is losing no time determined to get pole position in the race to become obama's key partner in 
europe but despite all the goodwill obama's honeymoon european analysts say is not open-ended i think 
realistically he's only got a few months before people say right we've given you the benefit of doubt now we 
want to see results still at least for now americans abroad are enjoying today and their new improved image 
jimmy sadam nbc news london finally on this sunday after the election a look at the impact for millions of 
americans the excitement 
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for millions of americans the excitement lingers even as the reality sets in that the tough road ahead will not 
always generate such a positive response for the next president tonight tom brokaw on living history barack 
obama understand in his soul in his heart in his gut that he is building on a struggle that took place without 
that struggle he wouldn't be in the position that he is in today he was never arrested never jailed never 
beaten he never saw those signs that said white men colored men white women colored women white 
waiting colored waiting is it going to be important for barack obama to pay tribute to that movement and all 
the work that went before him as he assumes this new responsibility he is a composite of all of us and that's 
why he is so ready to be the leader not of african-american but the leader of all americans we still have a 
persistent gap between black achievement and and white achievement but this is a time we can you know 
celebrate that we have made progress but but not rest on that progress i'm worried about the spirit of 
complacency with my generation because i don't ever want us to think that it's enough well i worry that we 
make this moment this defining moment in all of our lives that's not afro-americans but this global moment 
into a global movement because the spirit of complacency can be so heavy where we just get caught up in 
this one moment and it's not a moment it's definitely a movement is he a new american hero for you and your 
friends barack obama yes yes because yes we can 20 years from now will you remember where you were 
yes because my mother was loud she was excited jumping around the place and my sister 
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jumping around the place and my sister and me my little brother was happy about it they were clinging on 
pens and seeing obama and hawking horns and all that and i couldn't go to sleep i was just thinking wow like 
he did on january 20th of next year will you be able to control your emotions no i i will not i know i will not i 
would be sitting there someplace as a member of congress but i Know i would not be able to control my 
emotion during the past few days i shed a lot of tears and i Know i'm going to share some more sometimes i 
feel like i don't have any left but i know i would not be able to i know that congressman john lewis with tom 
brokaw good evening it is truly one of the more astounding aspects of our political system two sides beat 
each other to smithereens during the campaign and then days after it's over the losing side has the winners 
over to the house and eventually hand over the keys today was a crucial part of the process that started on 
election day and ends on inauguration day the truly peaceful transfer of power the obamas visited the 
bushes at the white house today the president-elect walked into the oval office for the first time ever and in 
due time he'll go to work there every day with his family living just above the store just as the bushes have 
for close to eight years now nbc's savannah guthrie was there for all of it today and starts us off from the 
white house tonight hey savannah good evening good evening brian the obama spent about two hours at the 
white house today and they toured the private residence the president and the future president then sat 
down for their first private meeting as members of what the president's spokeswoman called today a very 
small club on the white house south portico this afternoon a potent symbol of democracy just six days after a 
hard-fought election president george w bush and wife laura welcomed president-elect barack obama and 
his 
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president-elect barack obama and his wife michelle to the white house while hundreds of onlookers gathered 
at the white house gates hoping for a glimpse the two men took a long walk down the white house colonnade 
into the oval office obama's first visit there this is a historic meeting between these two men it's never been 
done this early it's necessary because america is facing an economic crisis and a serious problem with these 
two wars white house visits have become a presidential rite of passage a moment some call the 
psychological transfer of power i am humbled and honored now his turn president bush appears determined 
to give the new president a smooth transition despite a long campaign where at times he seemed as much 
obama's opponent as senator mccain we've tried it george bush's way the president and the president-elect 
have both set a tone of cooperation uh one of a spirit of partnership to be able to move forward of course 
they have differences on policies but they both love their country equally underscoring those differences a 
top advisor suggested obama may move quickly once in office to reverse some of president bush's executive 
orders on issues ranging from stem cell research to domestic oil drilling there's a lot that the president can do 
using his executive authority uh without waiting for congressional action and and i think uh we'll see the the 
president do that today as the current and future president talked policy their wives focused on the home 
front mrs bush showed mrs obama around the private residence including the children's rooms mrs bush 
assured her this is a wonderful place to raise a family and there are a lot of people here who have been here 
for many years that will help to take care of them in the meantime the president-elect is holding on to this life 
a bit longer taking his two girls to school this morning in chicago and though he paused at the airport this 
evening for an hour of private meetings aides did not give details or say who 


01:38:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=IKPZ8ucmGBo&t=5880s 





aides did not give details or say who was there the president-elect left washington in time to be back home 
tonight well it wasn't all symbolism and no substance today we're told that obama brought up with the 
president several economic issues including aid to the ailing auto industry housing relief and the need to 
pass an economic stimulus before obama even takes office brian savannah guthrie at the white house today 
for this historic day and our report tonight savannah thanks presidential transition the obama team 
announced a plan today to extend some of the campaign's rules on lobbyists to the transition effort itself 
federal lobbyists will be barred from contributing to the transition lobbying while working for the transition and 
trying to influence the future administration on any issues they work on while they're employed by the obama 
transition team interview with cnn on the deck of the intrepid today president bush talked about hosting the 
obamas yesterday at the white house and he revealed that the future president was interested in something 
any new dad moving into any new house would want to know one of the things that president-elect obama 
was really interested in after we had our policy discussions was these little girls how would they like the white 
house and uh it was interesting to watch him go upstairs and he wanted to see where his little girls were 
going to sleep and clearly this guy is going to bring a great sense of family to the white house tonight here 
we gave out the new list of so-called secret service code names for the new first family including the 
inescapably cute code name of rosebud for the obama's youngest seven-year-old sasha sasha rather today 
we got a few calls and emails asking if doing such a thing might endanger the obama family's safety we 
wanted to assure everyone we wouldn't do that in these days of encrypted radio transmission the secret 
service names are a throwback really to another time and they no longer serve any real security function 
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security function as someone put it today they're irrelevant but they're still cute the secret service loves the 
tradition they come up with terrific names they release them to us for broadcast even though they admit 
there's really no secrecy to them anymore when all of this economic news is being very closely watched of 
course by the white house and president-elect obama and while it may be his top priority it's far from the only 
item on his growing to-do list once in office nbc's andrea mitchell has more the president-elect stayed out of 
sight at his chicago headquarters today working on the first wartime transition since vietnam 40 years ago 
key challenges keeping his promise to send more u.s troops to afghanistan withdraw rapidly from iraq and 


close guantanamo i think president obama wants to govern according to our values that's the way we climb 
out of the steep ditch that we're in we got to stop digging and closing guantanamo is a big part of the stop 
digging that echoes what america's leading diplomats colin powell madeleine albright and james baker all 
say about guantanamo a festering soar with u.s allies but closing the prison raises thorny questions some of 
the detainees cannot be sent home because they'd be tortured others are considered too dangerous to set 
free it's a group of people who you absolutely don't want to release who are you know in the judgment of the 
military extremely dangerous people but against whom for one reason or another you cannot bring a criminal 
case while the president-elect could face a foreign crisis at any time the more immediate concern is the 
economy aides say obama does plan to move quickly as soon as he's in office on economic stimulus the 
children's health program that president bush vetoed and help for the auto industry but for now the president- 
elect has decided to keep his distance from the turmoil on wall street and in washington so when president 
bush convenes an emergency summit this weekend barack obama won't be there instead 
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barack obama won't be there instead today he designated former secretary of state madeleine albright and 
former republican congressman jim leach from iowa an expert on banking to represent him with visiting 
heads of state transition officials say they were chosen precisely because they cannot make commitments 
for the new administration and one other transition the cheneys have invited the bidens to visit what will be 
their new home the vice president's official residence tomorrow andrea mitchell nbc news washington the 
next act of john mccain's public life in his first television interview senator john mccain [Applause] kicked off 
on late night tv the same way he started the big run that fell short i am announcing that i will be a candidate 
for president united states but now the campaign is about retooling mccain's brand step one appear to be 
over the disappointment of defeat well i've been sleeping like a baby yeah sleep two hours wake up and cry 
sleep two hours in a lengthy guest spot on the tonight show with jay leno mccain said he's eager to get back 
to the senate and poke fun at a job he doesn't have a big job jay i'm actually heading up the transition team 
yeah that's boy you really are a true patriot the fact you'd be willing to work on barack obama's transition 
team that's fantastic no jay not obama's i'm head of the conan o'brien transition tonight a reference to leno 
leading his show next year might governor palin be his own successor in four years mccain said she is part 
of the next generation of republican leaders she's going back to be a great governor and i think she will play 
a big role in the future of this country advisers describe mccain as freer and unburdened after the election 
being likable and gracious toward the new president aides say mccain can maximize his own power as he 
returns to the senate tomorrow mccain campaigns in georgia for senator saxby chambliss who's locked in a 
runoff election back in the game and back on the 
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back in the game and back on the national stage returning with a smile kelly o'donnell nbc news washington 
there is news of a possible late development tonight in the selection of a new obama cabinet and it involves 
a prominent democrat andrea mitchell has the story tonight from our washington bureau andrea good 
evening good evening brian two advisers to barack obama tell nbc news that hillary clinton is under 
consideration to be secretary of state clinton would clearly be a very high profile choice to carry the new 
president's foreign policy agenda would she be interested well possibly say those who know her her office 
would only say that any decisions about the transition are up to the president-elect and his team hillary 
clinton was seen taking a flight to chicago today but an advisor says that was on personal business it is not 
known whether she had any meetings or conversations with the president-elect while there clinton and 
obama of course have worked to patch over leftover tensions after he did not offer her the vice presidency 
the two high-profile democrats known to or believed to at least want the state department post brian senator 
john kerry and governor bill richardson and another possible choice say obama advisers former senator tom 
daschle an early supporter so stay tuned well this will be talked about for a while in washington andrea 
mitchell from our washington bureau tonight andrea thanks a tour of what will be their new home the vice 
president's official residence in washington courtesy of the current vice president dick cheney and his wife 
lynn and despite the sometimes harsh words between the two camps during this past campaign season it 


was all smiles upon arrival late today sarah palin did something today she did not do during the length of the 
campaign she held a press conference part of an appearance today at the gop governor's conference that's 
going on in miami as the gop and sarah palin look at the future nbc's michelle kozinski was there day two of 
the republican governor's conference sarah palin was the media draw 
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draw i don't know if it's a political celebrity but at her press conference she focused forward you know i i don't 
even want to talk about strategy within a campaign that is over but only took four questions before organizers 
ended it leaving some reporters scratching their heads governor palin came here today drew a lot of 
attention but didn't seem like she came with anything specifically to really say so it's kind of puzzling palin 
said she was saving specifics for her speech to the governors which she opened with humor i very briefly 
expanded my wardrobe and in a group that was largely negative on the current administration palin's positive 
remarks stood out god bless george w bush and i thank you mr president but she joined the governors in 
calling for a return to traditional fiscal conservatism some here candidly acknowledge the party's need for a 
turnaround drill baby drill by itself is not an energy policy the country's changing culturally demographically 
technologically economically and the like and the republican party isn't in the at times stunningly blunt 
criticism of the party and the campaign governors did not openly question mccain's pick of palin as a running 
mate still many fell short of embracing her as they began shaping a vision for the future of the republican 
party michelle kosinski nbc news miami we turn now to the presidential transition and more signs tonight that 
president-elect obama may want to take his cue from another u.s president from illinois when it comes to 
dealing with his political rivals nbc's andrea mitchell has an update tonight on the story she broke on this 
broadcast last night that hillary clinton is under active consideration for secretary of state bill as you might 
know hillary clinton wasn't talking about her secret trip to chicago a private talk with barack obama that his 
advisers say could lead to her becoming his secretary of state i'm going to respect his process and 
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i'm going to respect his process and any inquiries should be directed to his transition team why would obama 
offer such a key post to a former adversary to take a page from history lincoln basically pulled in all the 
people who had been running against him into his cabinet because whatever you know personal feelings 
there were the issue was how can we get this country through this time of crisis you are listening to different 
points of view before you make your decisions so you're getting a wider range of options and you're not just 
echoing your own thoughts back to the cabinet obama would be getting a high profile figure already well 
known to world leaders and making her a diplomat would take her out of politics eliminating a potential 
adversary why would she say yes it would be a way out of the senate where more senior senators are 
blocking her from taking the lead on health care or becoming majority leader the downside joe biden might 
want to take the lead on foreign policy creating problems for any secretary of state bill clinton's still secret 
foundation and library donors might create problems and some obama aides don't like the idea hillary clinton 
isn't the only former rival barack obama is embracing he's meeting monday with john mccain obama aides 
say to establish a working relationship on major issues like climate change earmarks and immigration reform 
perhaps figuring if he can patch over his differences with hillary clinton why not john mccain andrea mitchell 
nbc news washington now to politics the new president-elect is so far turning to some old hands to be on his 
new team and he named another veteran today by turning to a well-known lawmaker an early supporter for 
the big job 
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for the big job choosing former senate majority leader tom daschle as his nominee for the massive health 
and human services department our report tonight from nbc's andrea mitchell thank you very much former 
senate majority leader tom daschle will be nominated to head health and human services daschle comes 
closest to being the president-elect's washington mentor and wise man and all-around political booster we 
need barack obama and joe biden to give us renewed standing an early supporter who after losing his re- 


election bid four years ago recruited a majority of democratic senators to endorse obama over hillary clinton 
key among them teddy kennedy daschle's longtime friend and ally today kennedy now fighting brain cancer 
was in the senate already mapping plans for rapid action on universal health insurance now dasha will be 
obama's point man on health care after writing a book on the subject earlier this year as he told tim russert 
well tim there are a lot of ways to get to coverage for all obviously you can use mandates you can use 
incentives daschle had been considered for white house chief of staff instead obama chose rahm emanuel 
last night emanuel told a business conference healthcare is a top priority i'm challenging today we're going to 
have to do big serious things on health care republicans were quick to praise daschle i think it's a very good 
nomination i know former senator daschle very well and daschle and his wife linda are eliminating one 
potential obstacle a top lobbyist linda daschle tells nbc news she is leaving her firm at the end of the year to 
start her own public policy business no more lobbying as the cabinet takes shape hillary clinton is still very 
much under consideration for secretary of state and now her husband has taken steps to smooth away 
telling the transition he will submit future outside engagements for strict ethics review while disclosing past 
donors but with eric holder in line to become attorney general and hillary clinton a possible secretary 
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and hillary clinton a possible secretary of state hispanic backers of bill richardson who also wants to be 
secretary of state are complaining that they supported obama by a two-to-one margin and are now being left 
out of key cabinet positions andrea mitchell nbc news washington good evening the economy is in such bad 
shape right now that some wall street executives were openly saying this week that any shred of good news 
would move the market well today nbc news broke the story that president-elect obama has selected his 
nominee for treasury secretary and because that job is so important these days we then watch the dow go 
up almost 500 points straight up within minutes the new man is timothy geithner he was praised today for his 
wisdom and experience which he will need on this economic team with so much work to do we begin tonight 
with nbc's andrea mitchell and our washington bureau andrea good evening good evening brian president 
elect obama plans to unveil his economic brain trust monday and hold a news conference to try to reassure 
those jittery markets with his close advisor valerie jarrett the president-elect took a lunch break at a chicago 
deli but clearly has more than food on his mind what did you get uh we got the corn beef how do you feel 
about the otters i got the corn beef yeah that was the question with little good news on any economic front 
obama has been forced to move more quickly than he had originally planned and show the market some 
new leaders first among equals new york federal reserve president tim geithner to be named treasury 
secretary 47 years old the same age as obama before heading the new york fed geithner served at the 
treasury under five secretaries going back to 1988 including bob rubin and larry summers summers is likely 
to be named an economic advisor with the expectation officials say that he will eventually replace fed chair 
ben bernanke when his term expires a little more than a year from now the obama team sees geithner 
representing what it calls change 
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representing what it calls change someone who doesn't come from a wall street investment bank in a market 
that's been in panic any kind of psychological uh positive is something worth doing and in fact after nbc 
broke the news at three o'clock a very strong rally across the board on the back geithner does have his 
critics some blame him for letting lehman brothers go under a decision he shared with treasury secretary 
hank paulson democratic officials the collapsing american economy that helped seal barack obama's 
election victory earlier this month and though he is still two months away from taking office some of the 
weight of the crisis is beginning to shift onto his shoulders today in chicago the president-elect unveiled his 
economic recovery plan a way out that includes a promise to put millions of americans back to work but that 
plan came with a big caveat things will get worse he said before they get better with more here's nbc news 
correspondent kevin tibbles job one for president-elect barack obama in today's internet address an 
ambitious plan to deal with the ailing economy i have already directed my economic team to come up with an 
economic recovery plan that will mean 2.5 million more jobs by january of 2011. his plan would include 
infrastructure projects to jump-start the economy and it all comes on the heels of another bad week on wall 


street global doom and gloom deep in negative territory at this hour hitting new historic lows monday obama 
is expected to name the 47 year old president of the new york federal reserve tim geithner as treasury 
secretary he's a known quantity that this takes some uncertainty out of the transition new mexico governor 
bill richardson is also expected to be the next commerce secretary come january the new administration will 
have to contend with a growing list of economic woes not seen in this country for decades now the pressure 
is going to be on that team once they're announced to start coming up with ideas and get them out there fast 
because this economy is 


02:04:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=IKPZ8ucmGBo&t=7440s 





out there fast because this economy is in need of some help first the nation's ailing banks need to be 
stabilized citibank one of the largest saw its stock collapse this week some analysts believe it may require 
another government bailout housing attempts to stem the tide of foreclosures have not been successful 
unemployment fears it could hit nine percent within three months and plummeting retail sales some analysts 
say this could be the worst christmas for retailers in 15 years there's no silver bullet to fix where we're at 
today the most we can hope for is to mitigate losses i think the next major step has to be fiscal stimulus 
indications are the bush administration will leave half of the 700 billion federal rescue package to the new 
administration 350 billion dollars is still a pretty big chunk of money that the obama administration will have to 
work on its own priorities a list of economic priorities and challenges that continues to grow kevin tibbles nbc 
news chicago good evening still two months from taking office president-elect barack obama is tonight 
staring out across an economic landscape in far worse shape than the one he saw when he first announced 
his candidacy almost 19 months ago and as he prepares to formally unveil his economic team tomorrow and 
his plan of action there is fresh evidence tonight that the dimensions of this crisis are still unfolding in a 
moment late word about a plan in the works to rescue another banking giant and days before black friday 
new signs americans are not in a buying mood but will start in chicago with nbc savannah guthrie and barack 
obama's plan for economic recovery savannah good evening well good evening to you lester as you 
mentioned tomorrow barack obama will unveil his economic team here in chicago tim geithner the current 
head of the new york fed expected to be named treasury secretary and a former treasury secretary lawrence 
summers expected to head the national economic council and obama did not wait out the weekend 
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and obama did not wait out the weekend to announce some ambitious new plans to stimulate the economy 
the operative word today big the fact that we are facing an economic crisis of historic proportions for an 
economic crisis growing ever larger a financial system in turmoil an auto industry on the brink job losses at 
16 year highs the president-elect's team is thinking big an economic recovery plan far greater than the one 
he proposed during the campaign some economists and leading democrats suggesting today it should go as 
high as 700 billion dollars i'm not going to throw a figure out here what he said is he wants a plan as big 
enough to deal with the large challenges we face and i think there's a growing consensus across the 
spectrum among economists that we're going to have to do something uh big it's going to be a number big 
enough that when they spell it out it looks like ooh you know with with that many zeros on it there are no 
quick or easy fixes the president-elect himself announced the first features of the recovery plan this weekend 
a program to put 2.5 million people to work rebuilding roads and schools and in new green jobs in wind and 
solar we'll be working out the details in the weeks ahead but it will be a two-year nationwide effort to jump 
start job creation in america and lay the foundation for a strong and growing economy at the helm as 
treasury secretary timothy geithner whose pick sent the market soaring friday afternoon at just 47 years old 
geithner is an old hand at the financial crisis working closely with the current administration as head of the 
new york fed i liken this transition to you know a delicate surgery and would you want a doctor to come in 
who hasn't been participating in the surgery up today i don't think so rounding out the team former treasury 
secretary lawrence summers is head of the national economic council and new mexico governor bill 
richardson to commerce as for his stimulus plan obama has acknowledged he'll need 
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acknowledged he'll need bipartisan support today republicans did not dismiss it out of hand i think it's fair to 
say that we republicans will look at the details and see if we can support it one bargaining chip postponing a 
tax hike on the wealthiest americans something obama advisors today did not rule out that looks more likely 
than not tom but the president-elect is very committed to the fact that there must be greater uh equity in in 
the responsibility of of taxes in this country you'll remember during the campaign obama had promised to 
repeal the tax cuts for the wealthiest americans immediately to help pay for his program now advisors not 
ruling out the possibility he'll let them expire naturally as they were scheduled to in 2011. lester savannah 
guthrie tonight in chicago thanks good evening it can safely be said there's never been a time like this in 
american history a peaceful transfer of power while two wars are being fought and while the u.s economy is 
in a bona fide crisis because of that the president-elect is naming his team early and they're going to work 
now as much as they're allowed to here's why just today the feds agreed to save another bank it's a big one 
citigroup a 20 billion dollar investment and guarantees to cover another 300 billion in bad assets the folks at 
bloomberg figured out today the federal government is now on the hook for 7.7 trillion dollars not all cash 
mind you but obligations they must now back up by the way 7 trillion is half the value of everything we 
produced in the u.s last year for what it's worth wall street found the good news in today and rallied up by 
almost 400 points we begin all of our reporting tonight with nbc's savannah guthrie reporting on the obama's 
new team in chicago tonight savannah good evening good evening brian today the president-elect made it 
official tim geithner to treasury secretary lauren summers to head the national economic council a 
combination he said 
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economic council a combination he said of experience and fresh thinking and it's clear the president-elect is 
waiting more deeply than ever before into this economic crisis perhaps a defining moment of his presidency 
before he even takes office not president yet but after today the de facto leader in the economic crisis with 
our economy in distress we cannot hesitate and we cannot delay our families can't afford to keep on waiting 
and hoping for a solution the president-elect unveiled his new economic team tim geithner larry summers 
domestic policy adviser melody barnes and economic council chair christina romer and he put them directly 
to work ordering up a bold stimulus plan for the economy it is my hope that the new congress will begin work 
on an aggressive economic recovery plan when they convene in early january so that our administration can 
hit the ground running obama has already announced part of his plan 2.5 million new jobs in green industries 
like wind and solar as well as infrastructure some economists say the government should spend five to 
seven hundred billion dollars more to spur the economy but today obama refused to talk numbers it is going 
to be of a size and scope that is necessary to get this economy back on track i don't want to get into 
numbers right now also unanswered whether he'll postpone a tax hike on the wealthiest americans 
something he said during the campaign would help pay for some of his proposals on the news of the day the 
government rescue of banking giant citigroup obama offered no criticism of the deal saying he'd spoken to 
president bush we are united in making sure that the financial system works and operates the way it needs 
to and though he reiterated support for the auto industry obama said he was surprised auto executives did 
not bring a recovery plan to congress taxpayers can't be expected to pony up more money for an auto 
industry that has 
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more money for an auto industry that has been resistant to change and i was surprised that they did not have 
a better thought out proposal when they arrived in congress tomorrow obama will be before the cameras 
again another news conference to make more economic appointments and brian to talk about ways to cut 
the federal budget savannah guthrie starting us off in chicago tonight savannah thanks and we move to 
domestic politics and the u.s economy president-elect obama again today addressed the nation's economic 
collapse after weeks of relative quiet following the election barack obama today held his third news 
conference in as many days taking early ownership really of the economic problems he will inherit in office 
nbc's savannah guthrie reports for us tonight from chicago another day good morning everybody please 
have a seat another news conference this time to announce a new economic recovery advisory board to give 


the new president independent advice headed by former fed chairman paul volcker he seems to be fairly 
opinionated unveiling his economic team this week obama has deliberately assumed a more public role in 
the crisis aides say to build confidence news of his picks friday and monday sent the dow soaring and to fight 
what obama identified today as a fundamental issue frustration with the incapacity of washington to take bold 
clear decisive steps to deal with our economic problems problems that mount by the day today's numbers 
show consumer spending sales of big ticket goods and new homes all down and retailers are bracing for a 
disappointing black friday as they think about the christmas season is coming up i hope that everybody 
understands that 
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that everybody understands that that we are going to be able to get through these difficult times the voice of 
reassurance increasingly is obama's president bush spoke briefly on the economy monday but tuesday his 
treasury secretary unveiled the administration's latest economic plans even down to pre-thanksgiving 
traditions it's an image of two presidents it really is a split screen presidency because you have to keep one 
eye on the outgoing president but increasingly the screen is moving over to barack obama today obama 
rebuffed criticism he's packing his administration with old clinton hands saying the change he's promised will 
come from the top understand where the the vision for change comes from first and foremost it comes from 
me that's my job on monday obama will introduce his national security team with hillary clinton expected to 
be named secretary of state president bush at the white house this afternoon the president also said he's 
keeping president-elect obama informed about the crisis in india for his part president obama is now turning 
his attention to national security issues as he prepares to unveil his new team nbc's john yang is covering the 
obama transition in chicago tonight john hi david you know president-elect obama was elected in large part 
because of the economy but this mumbai attack really does remind him he's got to pay attention to other 
things like foreign affairs and national security as you say on monday he is preparing to name his national 
security team led by hillary clinton who's expected to be named secretary of state at the pentagon robert 
gates the current defense secretary is expected to be asked to stay on and his national security advisers 
expected to be for retired general james jones a former nato commander former marine corps commandant 
and his director of national intelligence is expected to be retired admiral dennis blair and with this attack in 
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dennis blair and with this attack in mumbai the the situation in central asia between pakistan and india will 
move right to the top of the list of the things they have to worry about during the campaign mr obama was 
already talking about this region and dealing with the the conflict between these two nations is a way of not 
getting pakistan distracted from the fight against al qaeda and the taliban in afghanistan and he also said that 
the united states has to worry about both sides of this not only do they have to be worried about india's 
concerns about terrorists based in pakistan they have to be worried about pakistan's concerns about india's 
influence in afghanistan throughout all this the president-elect has been saying there's only one president at 
a time but david come january 20th at noon that will be him david john yang in chicago for us tonight thanks 
very much the crisis in india has reignited concerns about international terrorism and comes just as 
president-elect barack obama is preparing to announce his own national security team we are learning more 
tonight about who will be on that team and what former president clinton has promised to do to help nbc's 
john yang is covering the president-elect in chicago and joins us now with the latest john good evening amy 
president-elect obama was always planning to announce his national security team after the thanksgiving 
holidays but the mumbai attacks give tomorrow's announcement added urgency hillary clinton at the 
rededication of a landmark new york church today the day before she'll join her former rival squad as a 
powerful partner secretary of state and move forward with confidence and optimism into the future that 
awaits clinton's likely to be standing next to president-elect obama tomorrow along with bob gates who'll stay 
on as defense secretary other likely key appointments retired marine corps general jim jones as the 
president's national security advisor former deputy attorney general eric holder to be attorney general 
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holder to be attorney general arizona governor janet napolitano to head homeland security and former 
assistant secretary of state and campaign advisor susan rice as u.n ambassador once again a cabinet 
ranked position i think it will be a strong team i would just say as an individual i look forward to working with 
each one of them it's hillary clinton's nomination that's likely to get the most attention from the senate the 
concerns about her husband's wide-ranging activities you'd want to make sure that the spouse's business 
dealings did not present a conflict when it came to our relationship with a particular country or a region since 
leaving office bill clinton has become a one-man multi-million dollar global business and philanthropic 
conglomerate raking in more than 10 million dollars last year for speeches alone he was giving one in kuwait 
even as mr obama approached his wife about joining the cabinet i think she'd be really great at being 
secretary of state to deal with this unprecedented situation lawyers for the president-elect and the former 
president worked out an unprecedented agreement bill clinton will name the 208 thousand individuals and 
organizations that have given money to his foundation clear all future speeches and other activities with 
administration ethics officials step away from the day-to-day management of the clinton global initiative and 
stop accepting donations from foreign governments mr obama's national security team has diverse views 
during the campaign hillary clinton clashed with him over foreign policy and gates opposed his plan to get 
combat troops out of iraq by may 2010 this is a president who's very comfortable having very strong 
personalities around him who may challenge him obama sees that as a virtue analysts say the danger is mr 
obama will get bogged down mediating disputes between these strong personalities they say the key test will 
be how he manages this heavyweight team amy and john i think it's safe to say the president-elect and his 
team can expect a number of questions tomorrow 
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expect a number of questions tomorrow about the escalating tensions between nuclear-armed pakistan 
neighbors india and pakistan what are we likely to hear from obama on this crisis uh well amy he spoke with 
the indian prime minister singh during this during the crisis and during the campaign he did talk about the 
need to lower tensions between uh india and pakistan who have a long-standing dispute over the region of 
kashmir which was up in the area where pakistan india and china all come together he's talked about 
sending a special envoy to the region to try to defuse tensions and one name he's mentioned for that job bill 
clinton and by the way barack obama will be the guest on meet the press next week nbc's john yang in 
chicago thank you economy is adding real urgency to president-elect barack obama's transition effort on for 
the latest on where it stands we want to bring in our political director chuck todd he's in washington chuck 
where does this cabinet stand right now well let me start with some new names that we're hearing and this 
might quell some of the critics that were worried that barack obama was relying on too many clinton-era folks 
we've got janet napolitano the governor of arizona looks like she is going to be the pick to be the homeland 
security secretary napolitano when she leaves by the way a republican would become governor arizona 
kathleen sebelius the republican governor of kansas somebody that barack obama is very personally fond of 
she was on the vp list being vetted now looking like the labor department both business and labor like this 
pick as far as democrats are concerned and then another new name from outside of washington the mayor 
of miami manny diaz being vetted possibly for hud the housing department or potentially transportation now 
let's shift gears and go to the three big jobs one treasury lots of no leaks there we're hearing a lot of leaks in 
every other department no leaks out of there but for folks that do talk apparently tim geithner head of the new 
york fed still seems to be the front runner the 
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still seems to be the front runner the only uh hitch in this they're still looking for a replacement for him at the 
new york fed defense still morph talk of the current defense secretary bob gates sticking around the question 
is how long would he stick around uh would uh obama appoint a deputy that would eventually take over 
richard danzig the former secretary of navy is thought to be a potential deputy there and then finally there's 
the clinton drama with senator clinton lots of chatter today that maybe she's getting cold feet there is a offer 
on the table to be a sort of honorary member of the senate leadership ted kennedy has reached out to her to 


try to get her involved in the health care debate it's not exactly what she's looking for but there is some 


nervousness on on senator clinton's part about taking herself out of the senate all right chuck todd in our 
washington bureau chuck thanks 


END 


